
Sequins is the layered beat, a shift in 
time, and vibrant potential energy. 
Sequins is the bond with each other 
achieved through the becoming of a shared 
rhythm. 
Sequins is the top note of summer carried 
on a spring breeze. 
Within the environmental, social, and 
political concerns, the sequin of life is a 
reachable shareable life.

Sequins is a collective rhythmic space of 
visual art in the context of performance 
and music. Pan-cultural rhythm, existing 
before articulations of difference, is the 
undercurrent of our year long program. 
The exhibition is a series of material and 
atmospheric experiences that unfold over 
time, where an artwork clusters together 
in a burst of energy. Or the exhibition 
slows down at times to a single work, 
giving space for the building anticipation 
of the next accumulation of artworks. The 
program builds, crests, and collapses.

Cycle 3 opens with Fuga, a moment of 
listening and celebration curated by 
experimental sound and performance 
curator Sharmyn Cruz Rivera including 
tracks by Eduardo F. Rosario, Geo Wyex, 
Hatis Noit, JJJJJerome Ellis, Lucky 
Dragons, Nite Bjuti, Rami George & J. 
Midden with Xina Xurner, and Toxe.

Cruz Rivera’s listening program sets the 
tone and the pace of the Cycle 3 which 
includes “Untitled”, 1991 a paper stack work 
by Felix Gonzalez-Torres that slowly shifts 
shape and mass. In its open variation, the 
work is changed by the audience as they are 
invited to take a sheet with them, while 
the curators can decide, if, how, and when 
to replenish the sheets taken. As more 
pages are carried away, the diminishing 
presence of the piece becomes a trace of 
the audience’s time with Gonzalez-Torres 
and Shimmer. 

For us, the rhythm of Felix Gonzalez-
Torres work has been present since we first 
encountered it as teenagers. It has ebbed 
and flowed into our lives. Sheets printed 
and refound in archives, clocks falling 
in and out of sync, candies refound in 
pockets. The dispersal, the ongoing trace, 
rhythms of memory. We have learned 
that a life is shared, undone and redone 
by each other, a constant dialogue with 
those past, present and future. “This 

art returns us to experience, to memory. 
What we feel and know with our senses 
determines what this absence means”’ (bell 
hooks, Subversive Beauty: New Modes of 
Contestation from “Art on My Mind”, The 
New Press: New York, 1995)

Knowing that Gonzalez-Torres was interested 
in the dissemination of information by 
way of commercial and readily available 
production methods, and by extension 
the rhythm of the printing press of the 
newspaper we join,”Untitled”, with Heman 
Chong’s work Everything (Wikipedia) 
(2019). Ebbing and flowing in and out of 
Shimmer’s building, Chong’s performance 
piece involves a performer reading from 
Wikipedia pages following the links and 
references where they may go. 

On the work, Selene Yap writes 

In Everything (Wikipedia), artist Heman 
Chong proposes a futile attempt to 
vocalise a representation of the entirety 
of human knowledge through a performance 
of Wikipedia entries. Recited by a single 
individual, the performance begins with 
the Wikipedia page of the day and follows 
the website’s links as a means to navigate 
the encyclopaedic resource. Using an 
electronic mobile device to access the 
servers of Wikipedia in real time, the 
performer advances across a multitude 
of hyperlink entries, deciding on the 
choice of links to follow. This action is 
repeated until the pre-defined hours of the 
performance has ended. The performance 
of text is experienced spatially (while 
in the vicinity of the performer) and 
durationally (the amount of time spent 
experiencing the artwork, with content 
received based on the juncture that one 
encounters the performer), resulting in new 
capacities for the reception of information. 
In making the visitor’s experience of 
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Everything (Wikipedia) is 
performed every Saturday 
and Sunday from 15:00-16:00 
and 17:00-18:00.
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Wikipedia contingent on the performer’s 
chance encounter with information 
presented on the online encyclopedia, 
the artist acknowledges the exploratory 
and propositional nature of such digital 
infrastructures. Moving between hyperlinks 
and descending into rabbit holes (in 
the manner of Lewis Carroll’s Alice), 
information consumption quickly turns 
into excess. Recalling the conditions of an 
information age, Everything (Wikipedia) 
reckons with information presented and 
consumed in seeming infinitude. How does 
the boundlessness of virtual interfaces 
measure against the human limits of 
knowledge inquiry? 

Both the works by Gonzalez-Torres and 
Chong disperse into the world, an intimate 
experience of the information flow that 
encircles the audience and then is carried 
out by them into the rhythm of daily life.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS AND CURATOR
Artist, curator, and writer HEMAN CHONG 
is focused on the future and what we 
imagine it to be. He describes his work 
as “conceptually charged investigations 
into how individuals and communities 
imagine the future,” which take shape as 
“objects, images, installations, situations 
and texts.” For Chong, conceptualism is 
an approach to art-making through which 
he aims to shift perception and encourage 
insight into where we are now, and where 
we, and generations before us, think we 
will be. In his ongoing “Stacks” series, for 
example, he creates visually compelling 
sculptural assemblages by stacking water 
glasses on top of carefully chosen piles of 
books—ranging from science fiction to art to 
astrophysics—which together suggest various 
visions of present and future societies.

Everything (Wikipedia), 2019 

live reading from Wikipedia, duration 
approximately 1 hour. Performed every 
Saturday and Sunday from 15:00-16:00 and 
17:00-18:00 by Angelina Nonaj, Damiano 
Bodei, Eros Chien, Gloriya Avgust, & Minsun 
Lee Kim.

FELIX GONZALEZ-TORRES (November 26, 
1957 – January 9, 1996) was a Cuban-born 
American visual artist. He lived and 
worked primarily in New York City between 
1979 and 1995 after attending university 
in Puerto Rico. Gonzalez-Torres’s practice 

incorporates a minimalist visual vocabulary 
and certain artworks that are composed of 
everyday materials such as strings of light 
bulbs, paired wall clocks, stacks of paper, 
and individually wrapped candies. Gonzalez-
Torres is known for having made significant 
contributions to the field of conceptual 
art in the 1980s and 1990s. His practice 
continues to influence and be influenced by 
present-day cultural discourses. 

Gonzalez-Torres studied at University of 
Puerto Rico before moving to New York 
City, where he attended the Whitney 
Independent Study Program (in 1981 and 
in 1983). He received his BFA from Pratt 
Institute, New York, in 1983 and his 
MFA from the International Center of 
Photography and New York University in 
1987. Gonzalez-Torres died in Miami in 1996 
from AIDS-related illness.

“Untitled”
1991
Print on paper, endless copies
Edition of 1, 1 AP
Private collection, courtesy Andrea Rosen 
Gallery

Thank you to Heman Chong and Sharmyn 
Cruz Rivera. Also thank you to Andrea 
Rosen Gallery as well as the team from 
Felix Gonzalez-Torres Foundation. Thank you 
to the Fuga artists Eduardo F. Rosario, 
Geo Wyex, Hatis Noit, JJJJJerome Ellis, 
Lucky Dragons, Nite Bjuti, Rami George & J. 
Midden with Xina Xurner, and Toxe; as well 
as our Everything (Wikipedia) performers 
Angelina Nonaj, Damiano Bodei, Eros Chien, 
Gloriya Avgust, and Minsun Lee Kim; our 
hosts Anne Simeone, Babette Kleijn, Bojana 
Rankovic, Meghan Clarke, Orla Kelly, Vlada 
Kavalchuk; our Shimmer Press Coordinator 
Martina Farrugia as well as our board of 
supervisors and our audience. Our program 
is made possible by Gemeente Rotterdam 
and Mondriaan Fonds.

Waalhaven Oostzijde 1, 
3087 BM Rotterdam 
(on the second floor). 
Open Sat & Sun 14:00 - 18:00

E: shimmerrotterdam@gmail.com
W: www.shimmershimmer.org 
FB: @shimmerrotterdam 
IG: @shimmer_rottedam


